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educati on by percentage and doll ar increases fromyear

to year. But before we even begin to define oux conmmt-
nent to hi gher education, we nust define with greater
preci sion and consideration the m sslon of postsecondary
education. We cannot afford to blindly accept without
question or discussion the purposes and goal s of hlgher
educat lon. There arequestions we nmust seek answers

to, questions | will be exploring in detail during the
interim Quite sinmply, we need to know what we are

comm tting ourselves to before we can naeke truly reasoned
Judgnents. Equally inportant is our comitnent to
econoni ¢ devel opnment for this state and its people. The
issue 1s far fromexhausted and I will be working closely
wlth the three task forces in this area in preparation
for the next session. We al so need to address the issue
of state enployees' salaries. A stable nethod has to be
devel oped to Frovi de and fund adequate %ay i ncreases, and
| ask your help and advice in solving this problem Let
ne al so point out again the inportance of good people and
our Joint effort to make our governnment nore efficient
and strong. We hire people to run our government, to

i mpl enent the prograns passed into |law by this body. If
we want good governnent and good prograns, we cannot avoid
this question of state enployees' salaries. Ny decision
to not grant a pay lncrease brings with it risk beyond
the political risk. There is rlsk to our ability to
acconplish the very goals of our governnent. Finally, I
see tax fairness and equity energing as a nmaJor topic for
our discussion. We have sol ved what coul d have been a
truly crippling fiscal crisis this year. Anmong ot her
things, this acconplishment will allow us to discuss issues
of equity in a nore calm reasonabl e atnnosphere. | have
heard it said on several occasions that it is difficult
to remenber that you set out to drain the swanp when

you are up to your neck in alligators, and | think that
statenment may well characterlze this in earlier |egis-
lative sessions. Faced with a pending bankruptcy of the
state, it was difficult to nove on to questions of policy.
Now t he fiscal crisis has been averted. We have nade
sone difficult, unpopul ar but wholly necessary deci sions.
W will not be able to underwite a spendi ng spree next
session, but we will be equipped to turn to hard policy
questions at last. | urge you to bear in mnd that
during the interimthat those policy questions will not
prove easier than the fiscal questions we face this year.
They will be Just as difficult, Just as trying and Just
as significant. In closlng, let nme conmend you again on
a productive session, noteworthy for the absence of acri-
mony and the snoot hness with which it was conducted. |
would like to exlpress ny appreciation for the efforts

of Speaker N chol, the coonmttee chairs and the derk of
the Legislature, Pat O Donnell. |I would also |ike to
express ny thanks to Lieutenant Governor Don MGLnl ey and
recogni ze his outstanding efforts as Presiding Oficer.



